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The Spiritual Formation Ministry Unit invites the congregation to take on 
the practice of Centering Prayer for the season of Lent.  As is customary, 
many Christians give something up or fast in some way during the weeks 
leading up to Easter.  It is a way of making more room in our lives for 
God.  Centering Prayer is a method of prayer that incorporates silence, be-
ing still, and quieting the mind.  Consider fasting from noise, business, and 
thinking so much!  Brochures introducing the practice are available in the 
back of the sanctuary and a Sunday school class showing a DVD series on 
the subject are intended to help facilitate participation.  Together let's set 
aside some time each day to "meet with God."   
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A Benefit Concert @ SCPC 

Friday, March 20, 7:30 PM 
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Bring your family, bring your friends, come and join the musical fun that 
evening.   Bryan Field McFarland will share music from his new CD All 
That Matters …….AND, there will be a special treat as part of the night, 
our own youth & young adults have been hard at work preparing “The Crea-
tion: A Rock Cantata”.  

This concert will promote an awareness of Hunger Action throughout the 
PCUSA, particularly Bread for the World (a mission of SCPC).  The con-
cert is free!  And, you will have the chance to promote hunger awareness 
through letter writing that evening. 

Annual LOGOS Musical 
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Sunday, March 29, 9:00 and 11:15 AM 

 

A retelling of Elijah’s story with memorable melodies and humorous dia-
logue. Covering Elijah’s conflict with Ahab and Jezebel, his journey into 
the desert, and his courage and faith.  Plus perhaps the most dramatic scene 
in the Old Testament as Elijah calls on God to send down fire from heaven 
to consume the altar and affirm God’s mighty power.   

All of our LOGOS children and youth (first grade through eighth grade) will 
be involved in telling this great Old Testament story. 

These are just a few Opportunities 
for Lent, read inside for more. �����������	
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I would like to thank you for 
making this sabbatical time 
possible for me and my fam-

ily.  I recognize that it is a rare and precious opportunity.  My 
hope is that the time will provide renewal, inspiration, and per-
sonal growth that I will be able to share upon my return.   

Some of you may be wondering, "Why wilderness?"  The an-
swer lies in my desire to draw nearer to God through silence 
and solitude.  As Chuck said in a recent sermon, wilderness can 
be counted on to lead to two things: deeper trust and being 
fed.  I hope that's true!  Spiritual teacher Belden Lane says 
that "fierce landscapes remind us that what we long for and 
what we fear are both already within us."  I hope to discover 
the truth of those words.   

I'm grateful to many who are making this time away possi-
ble.  In addition to Chuck, the staff, and Session, I need to 
thank Kim Hunziker, Patti Kephart, Jeff Gugino, and the many 
volunteers who will help to keep things moving ahead in my 
absence.  Because of you I'm able to leave with confi-
dence.  I'm also grateful to my wife Kristen who will be man-
aging things at home much of the time while I'm out in the de-
sert alone.  I promise to come home!     

Things really begin over spring break when my son Clay and I 
head to Tuscon, AZ and the Sonoran desert.  We're being 
hosted by the associate pastor of Southside Presbyterian 
Church where we'll participate in worship, outreach to the local 
community, and a several day and night hike into the de-
sert.  Following that week, I'll stay in the wilderness alone for 
more solitude.   

By the end of March I'll be on my way to Edinburgh, Scot-
land to visit John Knox's old stomping grounds and meet 
with the former warden of the Iona Community, J. Philip New-
ell.  From there I will take the train and ferries to the isle of 
Iona and begin a several day silent retreat.  On April 8, Kristen, 
Andy and Nathan will join me for a Holy Week experience 
in the community.   

Late April and early May will be devoted to solitude and si-
lence in the wilderness of central PA before I head to the Four 
Corners area of Utah to participate in an Animas Valley Insti-
tute Vision Quest.  After several days 
of preparation, I will be sent into the 
desert for a three-day, three-night 
solo fast.  A facilitated debriefing 
will follow before returning to State 
College in time for the FISH worship 
service and Assateague!         

Thank you again for providing me the 
time, space, and support to do this. You 
will be in my thoughts and prayers 
while I am away.                                                      

 In Christ, 
Joel 

Every Wednesday, 5:00 PM in the Martin Room 
Taizé Prayer 

 
Sunday, March 1, 2009 - 9:00 & 11:15 AM 

1st Sunday in Lent - The Former Prophets: Samuel 
Charles Curley, preaching 
 

Sunday, March 8, 2009 - 9:00 & 11:15 AM 
2nd Sunday in Lent - The Former Prophets: Nathan 
Charles Curley, preaching 
 

Sunday, March 15, 2009 - 9:00 & 11:15 AM 
3rd Sunday in Lent - The Former Prophets: Elijah 
Charles Curley, preaching 

 

Sunday, March 22, 2009 - 9:00 & 11:15 AM 
4th Sunday in Lent - The Former Prophets: Elisha 
Charles Curley, preaching 
 

Sunday, March 29, 2009 - 9:00 & 11:15 AM 
5th Sunday in Lent - The LOGOS Musical  
Elijah! God’s Faithful Prophet 
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S ympathy of the congregation to family and friends on the 
death of: 

Margaret Williams , January 25, 2009 
Sharon Wilson, February 6, 2009 
Dr. L. Raymond Parks, February 9, 2009 
Dorothy DeVoss, February 18, 2009 
Harry E. Everhart , February 20, 2009 

C ongratulations of the congregation on the birth of: 

Alexander Cramer Defeo, January 31, 2009, son of Paul 
and Megan (Faulkner) Defeo.  Grandmother is 
Sharon Faulkner. 

Alexander John Deitch, January 31, 2009, son of Drs. 
John and Helen Deitch 

T hank you from Al Wilson, and the Malcom and Steager 
families.  Thank you to our church family who has lifted 

up and supported us in prayer, thought and deed during the 
final months and weeks of Sharon’s life.  We are so grateful to 
all of you for the cards, food, kind words, prayers and hugs. 
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A s if winter had not been enough, 
Punxy Phil condemned us to six 

more weeks of winter and now we get 
two Friday 13ths in a row.  This is too 
much – we need an antidote, some-
thing to help us shake off the winter 
blahs.  For some people Mardi Gras 

was a brief respite, others are patiently waiting for March Mad-
ness.  But even those powerful medicines don't work for all of 
us - we need serious antidotes – we need Renewal! 

Renewal! is the name of the celebration we are about to em-
bark upon beginning on Palm Sunday, April 5 at our morning 
worship services. A celebration to remember and recognize all 
the marvelous ways this congregation acts through its pro-
grams, its music and its mission.  It will not require that you 
wear Mardi Gras beads and masks - but a little revelry will 
always be tolerated!  It will not require that we all eat, sleep, 
walk, talk and dream basketball – but if that happens we will 
wait for you to recover.  

Renewal is the perfect antidote to all known winter blues.  It 
is non-fattening, can be repeated endlessly, has a small carbon 
footprint, and it comes in a wide range of sizes to suit all 
church members.                                                                  

Watch out for Renewal! - We will set out to raise $579,000 
for renewal of our church fabric to support our outreach and 
education; renewal of our programs in music and worship; and 
renewal of our commitment to mission.  To get the word out 
about our ministry we need to invest in this tune-up and toolkit 
for the future.  Please take some time to prayerfully consider 
how you will support Renewal!  You will hear more by the 
end of March about this exciting time!    
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P lease sign up NOW for the progressive dinner scheduled 
for  Saturday, March 21! Adults of all ages are invited to 

attend.  See the yellow sign-up sheets posted in the Social Hall 
or call Connie DiNunzio (867-3125) or Martha Orland (466-
9258) to sign up by Sunday, March 8th. 

The evening will begin at 5:30 PM in the home of Monica Man-
ning and Wendy Jones with appetizers and fellowship.  Following 
appetizers all will be assigned to a home of 6, 8, or 10 guests.  
Each couple (or single participant) will bring their own favorite 
selection of appetizer, dessert, or salad/bread, with the host provid-
ing the main course.  The entire group will reassemble at the home 
of Martha and Brian Orland where the evening will conclude with 
dessert and entertainment by Richard Wylie. 

Please join us for this popular annual event! 
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D uring the month of March and the season of Lent, the  4th 
Grade LOGOS Bible Class will be assisting in worship 

services, wearing stoles they have made in class.  Every year 
the 4th Graders spend the year learning about Worship.  Lead-
ing the class each week is Deannine Shipman and Patt Cam-
polongo.  They have been learning about the five different parts 
of worship in detail, and what it means to worship God.  After 
their participation as our liturgists, they will conclude the year 
with the topics of Baptism and The Lord’s Supper.  The fol-
lowing children will be leading us in worship this month:  Kier-
sten Carper, Greg Hopp, Caroline Horn, Chloe Horn, Claire 
Horn, Jane Kistler, Braedan Lugue, Greg Manno, Maggie 
McConnell, Nicholas Moose, Kristen Nodell, Samantha Rupp, 
and Brittany Shipman. 
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Y oung at Heart will meet March 20, 2009 in the Social 
Hall.  The program will feature Bob Williams, son of Bob 

and Heather Williams, former members of our congregation. 
His topic will be, "Travels to Korea for Rotary Club".  Come at 
5:00 PM for social time and potluck dinner at 5:30 PM. Bring a 
covered dish of meat, vegetable, salad or dessert and your own 
table service.  Newcomers are always welcome.  Don't forget to 
wear your name tag.  Questions?  Call Ron or Hope Coder 
(238-8717).  
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W e will be hosting the Muskingum College Concert Choir 
and Chamber Singers on their 2009 Spring Tour, Sun-

day, March 1, 7:30 PM in our sanctuary.  The fifty singers will 
present sacred and secular music in a wide variety of styles.  
Muskingum College, located in the east central Ohio town of 
New Concord, is associated with the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) and its famous graduates include astronaut and senator 
John Glenn and our own Laura Steager. The concert is free and 
open to the public. 
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W inter may be winding down but Adult Education contin-
ues to offer sessions of interest to us.  The variety of 

topics can both provide information and deepen our 
faith.  Classes are from 10:15 to 11:00 AM.  Remember to 
check each week's Sunday bulletin for any late changes or up-
dates.  
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A pril 19 - Presbyterian Women lead worship with Jennifer 
Greer as speaker. 

May 4 - Presbyterian Women’s Spring Gathering Birthday 
Luncheon 

March Circle Meetings 

· Ruth Circle, Monday, March 16, 12:30 PM Brown bag 
lunch in Martin Room 

· Esther and Ruth Circles, Monday, March 16, 1:00 PM in 
the Martin Room. 

· Rebecca Circle, Tuesday, March 17, 9:30 AM, at the 
home of Joanne Thompson, 305 Village Heights Dr., #228.  
Contact Kay McGeary (234-5060) with questions. 

Synod Presbyterian Women Palm Project 

This is a new mission opportunity for the 
development of palm plantations in 
Congo. Destruction of agricultural capa-
bilities has forced Congo, once the largest 
producer of palm oil, to  import cooking 
oil for domestic use. With funding from 
the PW Palm Project, women’s groups 
and hospitals of the Presbyterian commu-
nity of Congo will be able to plant new 
varieties of Costa Rican palms. These 
new varieties of palms grow low to the 
ground, allowing women to participate in 
the planting, maintenance, and harvest. 
Also these new varieties will produce 3 to 

6 times more oil per hectare of 150 trees. Most importantly, 
one $20,0000 investment from PW will fund 80 hectares of 
palms that will generate $200,000 per year for 30 years to sub-
sidize educational programs, hospitals, and clinics. This is a  
great return for an income-generating project.  A small planta-
tion of 450 palms planted at a high school will cover the tuition 
of 60 girls. A gift of $20 to the Palm Project will purchase 
about 10 new plants. 
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Y ou have probably heard all about the mid-week program 
we have for 1st Graders - 8th Graders called LO-

GOS.  Now is YOUR chance to come visit the program as our 
guests, to show you what happens on a typical Tuesday night 
and to encourage you  to participate this coming fall as a 1st 
Grader.  March 31st is the Tuesday that we invite all kindergar-
ten age children and their parents to come visit the program and 
walk through each area (activities, study, worship skills, and 
family time) so you can see what 
we do and how much fun it 
is!  You will get a letter in the 
mail just after Spring Break, but 
put it on your calendars 
NOW! Tuesday, March 31st, from 
3:45 PM - 7:00 PM.  Need more 
information?  Call Pam Calkins 
(238-2140) or Deannine Shipman 
at the church office (238-2422) 
today! 

Class Offerings March 

 1 8 15 22 29 

Noah’s Pudding x     

Centering Prayer x x x x x 

Taking Care of Aged Loved Ones  x    

Silent Periods of Biblical History   x x  

End of Life Care in Your Home     x 

Class descriptions: 

"Noah's Pudding: A Dialogue between Muslims and Chris-
tians" This event introduces us to the Turkish tradition of Ashure 
Day. It marks the remembrance of Prophet Noah and the believers' 
deliverance from the flood.  The Penn State Dialog Forum shares 
with us this special pudding marking how tradition says Noah's 
group survived the last days in the ark. Sharing this pudding is part 
of their efforts to build bridges among members of diverse cultural 
and religious communities. Never fear, some of us have previously 
enjoyed this pudding. It's delicious! 

"Centering Prayer" Within this issue of the PresbyPost Joel 
Blunk has a separate article about Centering Prayer.  There should 
also be a notice in the March 1st church bulletin. Within Adult Ed 
we shall begin a six-week series showing segments of six DVDs 
featuring Father Keating. He was one of the originators of this 
method of Centering Prayer. We shall learn a way to develop a 
silent inner connection to "the God within". Following each DVD 
we will practice Centering Prayer as time allows. One need not 
attend every session.  

"Taking Care of Aging Loved Ones"  Deb Soltis concludes her 
two-week series begun Feb. 22. Deb is a specialist in private geri-
atric care management.  In the first session she dealt with commu-
nicating with your aging loved ones. This session focuses on edu-
cating the caregiver. Discussed will be resources available to assist 
both the local and long-distance caregiver.   

"Silent Periods in Biblical History" Jonathan Greer offers another 
illuminating two week series. Using the tools of archeology and 
related historical sources, we will explore the "gaps" in biblical his-
tory. In the first session we will look at the various groups from 
Israel in the aftermath of the destruction of Jerusalem by the Baby-
lonians. In the second session we will jump to the so-called intertes-
tamental period covering the period from Malachi to Matthew. 

"End-of-Life Care in Your Home" Pamela Hart is an RN and 
MCP who specializes in hospice and palliative care. Many persons 
desire to have loved ones stay in their home at the end-of-life 
stage.  What decisions need to be made to allow this desire be 
effectively and sympathetically accomplished?  Pamela will dis-
cuss available resource options.   
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A t its February meeting, Session approved the hiring of 
Kim Hunziker as our Mission Associate, a part-time, 20 

hr/week position, made possible by an existing endowment. 

Kim is married to Phil Tometich and the mother of grade-
schoolers Alex and Anna. Perhaps you met her when she was a 
Chrysalis leader, or as a current FISH leader. You may have 
met her as the Confirmation Class Planner and Coordinator or 
know about her work with the Passion Project helping others 
discern their gifts and call.  Most recently, Kim has been instru-
mental in developing the Passage Program intended to mark the 
transition from childhood to adulthood for young people in our 
community.  As an artist, Kim designed and led the Spirit of 
the Arts series providing people a chance to express themselves 
and share their faith through art.  She was also actively in-
volved with our Habitat House project, creating the weekly 
newsletters and DVD. If your path hasn’t crossed with Kim’s 
yet, it surely will in her new role as Mission Associate. 

Prior to her membership and involvement at our church Kim 
held positions at churches in Missouri, Illinois and Nebraska as 
Director of Christian Education and Youth Ministries. She 
holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Philosophy/Religion and Psychol-
ogy and a Masters in Counseling. In addition, Kim has pursued 
continuing education in a number of areas including theology 
and youth ministry. 

As a community of faith, we hope to continue to expand our 
mission efforts beyond our church walls. Having a person dedi-
cated to facilitating, enabling and supporting the growth of our 
church community’s mission and outreach will help us achieve 
this goal. Kim demonstrates a strong commitment to this for 
our church. She feels called to inspire connections. In her ap-
plication, Kim said, “I am drawn to a vocation that includes 
creating situations and experiences that enable others to steer 
toward wholeness and a sense of call in their lives; understand-
ing where their keenest hopes and gifts meet the world’s great-
est needs.” 

Please welcome Kim in this new role. Her office will be on the 
ground floor across from the Fireside Room with Diana Mal-
com’s. 
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B ridge of Hope Centre County is looking for a mentoring 
group from our church to reach out in friendship to a 

homeless or at risk mother and her child(ren) from our commu-
nity.  Bridge of Hope is a Christian Ministry providing profes-
sional case management and volunteer mentoring support to 
homeless women and children in our community.  Mentors 
receive training and consistent, ongoing support from profes-
sional staff and other mentors.  A mentoring group is made up 
of eight (8) to twelve (12) people (female, male, young and old 
alike) from one church. These individuals offer friendship and 
support to a woman and her child(ren).  If you are interested in 
becoming a mentor with a group of people from this church, or 
if you are interested in learning more about this opportunity for 
ministry, contact Kris Santillo of Bridge of Hope Centre 
County (404-1129 or bohcc@verizon.net) or Jean Collins (880-
6957 or Jcollins@ccwrc.org). 
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W e would like to extend a big thank you to all of the people 
who were part of the “Furniture Pickup” on February 7. 

We made approximately 35 stops and collected about 75 pieces of 
furniture for Interfaith Mission. A special thanks goes out to our 
own Phil Spangler, Kevin Lloyd, Greg Elliott, and Jeff Miller for 
helping lug all the furniture out of houses and into the warehouse. 
If you have any more furniture to donate, please contact Interfaith 
Mission (234-7331) and they will set up a time to come and pick 
up your donation. Beginning March 1, we are collecting gently 
used or new blankets and comforters for Interfaith Mission. To 
make this easy on everyone, all you need to do is bring your blan-
ket/comforter into the Church Office. We will make sure that they 
get to Interfaith Mission. Blankets and comforters are essential to 
this mission. They are used for so many different emergency situa-
tions. If you have any questions, please contact Dick Riddle, Susan 
Sanders, or Phil Spangler. 
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F ebruary has come and gone so quickly! Groundhogs visited, 
we celebrated Chinese New Year, Valentines were made, 

handed out, and some were even eaten!  The chocolate fountain 
and chocolate playdough were the best.  We had dinosaurs on site 
and many a bear visited classrooms as well. We have been having 
so much fun! Many of you have heard of Flat Stanley, maybe even 
met him, but have you heard of David LetterMan or Patty Parcel?   
Well let me tell you, they are extremely well traveled Paper Dolls. 
They’ve visited Maine, the Bahamas, Canada, California, North 
Carolina, and Hawaii, brought back stories and pictures, and then 
left again for a new location. The children really love getting mail 
from all over the world. We’ve had community friends in to read 
to us and a “Reading Is Fundamental” event with PSU students 
from Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority. We sure keep busy, and 
learning is so much fun. 

The Dept. of Public Welfare visited and it seems we will be li-
censed for another year. It is so nice to have someone from the 
Department come to review what we are doing, check on all the 
employees’ knowledge and make sure our rooms/building are safe 
for our children.  We truly appreciate their help.  And of course, 
we had registration. We are excitedly looking forward to our next 
school year.   There is still room for a few more children.  We may 
be making some changes, but change is necessary and healthy to 
keep things working their best. We’ll keep you posted. 

March is set to hold as many, if not more, adventures for us, too!  
With St. Patrick’s Day, Dr. Seuss’s Birthday, Spring just around 
the corner…So much to look forward to.   The exceptional staff 
and Board members are keeping this program a remarkably won-
derful place for the children and for me! 

Our annual KIDSTUFF SALE and Bake sale will be held the morn-
ing of Saturday April 25. This sale is our main fundraiser of the year, 
which truly helps us meet budget requirements. We are taking dona-
tions of gently used “kid stuff” now until sometime later in April.   If 
you have any items you would like to donate to help support Stay and 
Play Preschool, please bring them to the Stay and Play Office M-F 
any time from 9:00 AM-3:00 PM.  And if you or a group you are part 
of in the church would like to provide baked goods for the sale, please 
contact Amy Frank or Laura Steager.  Watch for more specific infor-
mation regarding the sale in the April newsletter and the bulletin.     
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Class of 2009 Class of 2010 Class of 2011 

Diane Birmingham Connie Ansong Sharon Ambrose 
Linda Bregy Ellen Coffman Rick Bryant 

Colleen Fisher Jill Curley Beth Farmer 

Bob Johnson Paul Heinemann Amy Frank 

Keith Johnson Bob Igo Joan Hartman 

Rhett McLaren Blair Malcom Ted Hovick 

Lisa McLaughlin John Marsden Kevin Lloyd 

Sean McPherson John McConnell Tod McPherson 

Brent Peters Brian Orland Rose Ann Porterfield 

Karen Reichard Barb Powers Jim Powers 

Jeanne Sallade Laura Reidy Cheryl Price 

Jason Stimmel Dee Ann Wylie Phil Spangler 

Phil Tometich   

Board of Deacons 
Deacons are elected officers who serve three-year terms. 

Their responsibilities are divided into three ministry units: Service, Caregiving, and Mission 
Moderator - Ted Hovick 

Advisory Member - Rev. Joel Blunk 
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