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Quiz Show on the Reason for the Season 

The evening will begin with a simple 
meal featuring hot, home-made vege-
table soup,  bread and veggies pre-
pared by Chuck Curley, assisted by Jill 
Curley. 

A fun, entertaining, and interactive 
program to prepare you for Advent will 
follow. We’ll test your knowledge of 
the music, traditions, characters, cal-
endar, and purpose of Advent in a pot-
pourri of Game Show style questions 
and answers including turning letters, 
theme music, and emcee.  There will 
be “roles” for all ages.  Children and 
youth will leave supper a little early 
and work on their part of the produc-
tion. Younger children (ages 3, 4, and 
Kindergarten) will have a special 
Christmas Crafts activity in Rooms 
103 & 100 led by some of our Stay 
and Play teachers. 

Childcare for nursery and toddlers will 
be available in Rooms 101 and 102.  

Pre-Advent Soup Supper 
Tuesday, November 24 

 
Dinner begins at 5:45 PM but come when you can. 
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Which means you can expect . . .  

 

· Special Advent Theme in Sunday Worship 
· Advent Organ Recitals on Wednesdays, Dec. 2, 9, & 16 

· Christmas Candlelight Services on December 13 
· Preparations for the Christmas Dinner 

· SERRV Sale 
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W e’ve already had our first snow day (who would have 
thought that would happen?) and like all other schools 

we are always focusing on  staying healthy.  We practice our 
good hand-washing skills and use the very handy anti-bacterial 
liquid pumps throughout the church/school constantly.  Thank 
you for them. 

With 85 students and 14 staff members, we are staying very 
busy.  We are all having a wonderful time at Stay and Play 
Preschool.   We’ve been experiencing so many new things and 
revisiting a lot of things we already know, yet love to review.   
The 4 year olds went to the Fire Station and met with Fireman 
Tim.  What fun it is to see things like fire trucks, fireman’s 
clothing, etc. first hand.  2 and 3 year olds were invited to 
Schlow Library for a special book reading with the Librarians.  
The walk over to the library was almost as much fun as singing 
and listening to stories with the librarian.  We are lucky to be 
downtown with so many opportunities within walking distance.  
We’ve been talking about Fall/Autumn, Apples, Farms, Colors, 
Nursery Rhymes, Halloween (and the many characters that go 
along with it), Community Helpers and so much more.   Some-
one from Kiwanis came to read to us, a few PSU students came 
to visit our classes, and Officer Kaylee even came to visit the 
4’s and talk about what he does for our community.  We love 
when people come to visit.  Let us know if you ever want to 
sing, dance, cook, read, or just play with us. 

We had Parent’s Night Oct. 12th where we played “Are You 
Smarter Than a Preschooler” and the children won.   We all 
had a great time.  We love sharing our “smarts” with others.  
The children were able to show their families what they have 
been doing in the classroom and the parents were able to talk 
with teachers, too. 

We continue to participate in the Giant A+ Rewards Program 
as a fundraiser.   Last year we received over $200 thanks to all 
those Giant Bonus cards that designated our school.  Giant con-
tributes to our school simply because you shop there - so nice 
and easy, and it won’t take away from any of the other rewards 
they offer you, either.  If you would like to designate Stay and 
Play Preschool as a recipient of rewards from your Giant shop-
ping, you can go online to www.GiantAplus.com - you’ll enter 
your Bonus Card Number and our school code: 01773.  Thank 
you. 

Thank you for having our school in your church (from the 
mouth of a child, but the sentiments of all of us at Stay and 
Play Preschool). 

Taizé Prayer 
Every Wednesday at 5:00 in the Martin Room 

 
Sunday Morning Worship 

Sunday, November 1, 2009  -  9:00 & 11:15 AM 
     31st Sunday in Ordinary Time - Matt. 5:4, 17-23, 43-47 
     Charles Curley, preaching 
 

Sunday, November 8, 2009  -  9:00 & 11:15 AM 
     32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     Joel Blunk, preaching 
 

Sunday, November 15, 2009  -  9:00 & 11:15 AM 
     33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  -  Matt. 21:28-31 
     Charles Curley, preaching 
 

Sunday, November 22, 2009  -  9:00 & 11:15 AM 
     Christ the King Sunday  -  Matt. 25:14-28 
     Holy Communion 
     Charles Curley, preaching 
 

Sunday, November 29, 2009  -  9:00 & 11:15 AM 
     1st Sunday of Advent 
     Charles Curley, preaching 
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S ympathy of the congregation to friends and family on the 
death of: 

Ginger McKay’s mother, October 4 in Columbus, OH 

C ongratulations of the congregation on the birth of: 

Nathan Frederick Einfalt , born to Jennifer and Kirk 
Einfalt , September 18, 2009 
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W e will meet on January 15 and 16 for a wonderful work-
shop to learn about 

and create your own Book 
of Hours, a personal prayer 
book.  Now is a good time 
to collect favorite prayers, 
poems, quotes, scripture 
readings, etc.  Another thing 
to consider is what kind of 
book you would like to 
use.  Any blank bound or 
spiral journal-type book would work, as would a loose leaf 
notebook, scrapbook, etc.  We will also learn a simple tech-
nique for making your own book from scratch.  Questions about 
other ways to prepare?  Contact Kim Hunziker 
(khunziker@scpresby.org or 238-2422). 
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C andlelight Choir rehearsals begin Sunday, November 1, 
7:00 - 8:30 PM in the Choir Room.  We will be preparing 

“God’s Great Love” for the 82nd Christmas Candlelight Ser-
vices on Sunday, December 13, 4:00 & 7:00 PM.  Rehearsals 
will continue on Sunday evenings plus one final rehearsal on 
Saturday, December 12 in the morning. 

“God’s Great Love” is a collection of traditional carols and 
hymns and original music by a variety of 
well known composers and arrangers.  The 
music is mixed with narration and scripture 
to create a fresh way to tell the simple 
story of God’s greatest gift to us. 

Singers of all ages and abilities are invited 
(and encouraged) to join us as we prepare 
this special music.  We’re sure that the 
Candlelight Services will inspire all who 
come to listen, but singing in the Candle-
light Choir will lift your spirit to an even 
higher place. Contact Ned Wetherald, Di-
rector of Music Ministry (238-2422 or 
ned@scpresby.org) for more information. 
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T he November Rebecca Circle will meet on Nov. 17, 9:30 
AM at the home of Jane Schenck, 1670 Princeton Dr.  We 

will be filling our Christmas stockings for Centre Crest.   Any 
questions call Kay McGeary (234-5060). 
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N o, not cookies shaped like fish or cookies for fish but the 
FISH kids only fundraising event. They are selling a vari-

ety of yummy cookies and, back by popular demand, they will 
again be selling frozen cookie dough. The proceeds go entirely 
to offset the cost of attending the 
Spring mission trip and the 
yearly adventure to Assateague. 

The FISH kids are making the 
cookies themselves on November 21st. We ask that you pre-
order your cookies by getting in touch with any FISH member 
or leader, or contact Joel or Rhett McLaren (234-2381). Also, 
look for the kids and leaders during the Coffee Hour on No-
vember 8 or 15. If your cookies are not being delivered, you 
may pick them up between services on Nov 22nd. We may 
have some extra cookies to sell at that time, but pre-ordering is 
strongly encouraged! A donation of $5 or more per dozen is 
suggested. 

Thank you for supporting this wonderful ministry! We are truly 
thankful for all the kids and leaders involved. God is good . . . 
all the time. 
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Y oung at Heart will meet for its No-
vember pot-luck dinner on Novem-

ber 13 at 5:00 PM. in the Social Hall.  Dr. 
Frederick M. Brown will present a pro-
gram on "Sleep Strategies for Better Liv-
ing.” We will also complete a brief survey 
on sleep habits. Bring a covered dish and 

your own table place setting.  Wear your name tag and come at 
5:00 PM so we can socialize before dinner.  
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O n November 8, join Diana Malcom and Kim Hunziker in 
the Social Hall for another opportunity to swap great 

reads!  Contact Diana or Kim for more information. 
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J ust a quick note to suggest that you mark your calendars for 
our Advent Organ Recitals, which begin in early December.  

The recitals begin at 12:10 PM to 
give Stay and Play parents time to 
pick up and leave AND to give 
people who work within walking 
distance a few minutes to walk 
over to the church on their lunch 
hour.  

December 2 
Mary Bahnfleth and several of her 

PSU organ students 
 

December 9 
Mark Harries, a young organist 

new to the area 
 

December 16 
Ned Wetherald 
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I t is time to start thinking about ringing bells for the Interfaith 
Mission wishing well fundraiser.  Starting in November, 

sign-up sheets will be down in the Social Hall. We will have 5 
days to cover at the Corner Room. Those dates are: 

Wednesday, December 9 
Thursday, December 10 

Friday, December 11 
Wednesday, December 16 
Thursday, December 17 

 

We need to fill one hour slots from 11:00 AM - 8:00 PM.  It 
doesn’t take much to ring a bell for 1 hour and it is more fun 
than you can imagine. Please help out and sign up. If you have 
questions, please contact Phil Spangler or Susan Sanders 
(sts54@comcast.net). 
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O ur annual holiday opportunity to share gifts with local 
agencies and individuals in need is here.  We invite all 

members of the SCPC family to participate in the Angel Tree 
project this year.  The Mission Ministry Unit is collecting wish 
lists from a variety of mission partners, including Youth Ser-
vices Bureau, The Centre County Women’s Resource Center, 
Park Forest Day Nursery, Hearthside Nursing Home and a num-
ber of others.  This year we believe the needs are even greater 
than in the past. 

Here’s how it works. Beginning on November 22, hundreds of 
paper angels will be available for selection on the church bridge 
by the Angel Tree.  Each request is printed on double angels.  
You keep one angel to tape to your gift and hang its twin on the 
tree.  You also need to sign the list from the agency so we’ll 
know who’s buying what.  Please take as many angels as you 
can, especially those containing individual requests.  If an indi-
vidual request includes several items, you may purchase one or 
more of the items listed.  Bring your gifts to the church no later 
than December 14.  The Angel Tree elves will sort and deliver 
them the following day. 

The Angel Tree has been a wonderful mission effort from our 
church to the local community for many years.  Please join us in 
supporting our neighbors in need. 
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N ORENE BIGELOW uses her apartment as a gathering place 
for friends to enjoy each other’s company, and share their 

experiences on a variety of subjects, which have included seasons, 
holidays, vacations and schools. By inviting residents from Brook-
line buildings, community people and church friends who have 
reached out to her, it has helped to renew old friendships. It also 
gives lonely people an opportunity to make new friends. 

HELEN ROBACK does the annual Walk for HABITAT fund-
raiser and keeps Foxdale members informed about HABITAT 
news. She also teaches for OLLI, is training to be a docent for 
the Boogersburg School and serves on the Landscape & Garden 
Committee at Foxdale.  
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A dvent often turns into a season of consuming mayhem for 
us.  It is a crazy time when we struggle desperately to 

keep focused on “the Reason for the Season” and end up get-
ting tangled in web of “shoulds,” “gimmes,” and tradi-
tions!  The Mission & Spiritual Formation Ministry Units are 
teaming up to offer you the chance to explore the alterna-
tives.  We will gather on Sunday afternoon, November 15 from 
4:00 to 6:00 PM to talk about how to make the season what you 
want it to be for you and your family, and to have the opportu-
nity to make an Advent wreath or do another project for your 
home.  We will gather at 6:00 PM for a simple meal, and we 
will be finished by 7:00 PM for the members of the Candlelight 
Choir.  Childcare will be provided for young children (through 
kindergarten).  Please sign up in the office by Wednesday, No-
vember 11 and be sure to indicate whether you will need child-
care.  Contact Kim Hunziker (khunziker@scpresby.org//238-
2422) for more information. 
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by Kim Hunziker, Mission Associate 

A s the Mission Associate for State College Presbyterian 
Church, it seems important to make personal contact with 

and develop a working knowledge of the local services and 
agencies that our congregation supports through the Mission 
portion of our operating budget.  As the months go by, I will 
file periodic reports on what I am learning about each of them. 
Forty-two percent of our local, backyard mission spending sup-
ports preschool education, housing and fuel assistance for fami-
lies living very close to the edge of poverty here in Centre 
County. The Park Forest Day Nursery was started long before 
Head Start came to the State College area by a handful of 
churches that saw the need and importance of early childhood 
education for ALL children.  Those churches (including SCPC) 
recognized that one of the ways to end the cycle of poverty was 
to provide a quality pre-school education, two meals a day, and 
parenting support for families facing chronic financial hardship. 

Housing Transitions, Inc is an extensive program that provides 
immediate, short term housing for anyone who becomes home-
less, and an extensive service of aid and educational programs 
to prevent the loss of one’s home.  Housing Transitions is on 
the verge of launching a building campaign that will fund an 
addition to their overflowing shelter, Centre House, located 
near the corner of Pugh & Nittany Ave., for folks who need 
assisted living.  

The historic roots of Interfaith Mission also extend all the way 
back to SCPC.  It offers fuel and utility assistance for families 
in need, money management counseling and services, emer-
gency financial aid, and a wonderful furniture recycling pro-
gram. 

We have SCPC members active on all of these agencies’ boards 
as well as within their programs. 

For more information, contact Kim Hunziker (238-2422 or 
khunziker@scpresby.org). 
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I f you’re a 6th, 7th or 8th grader, it’s not too late to come be 
part of the fun we have together on Tuesday nights.  We’d 

love to welcome you (or your youth!) to this meaningful time 
of gathering, singing, learning, and laughing.  In addition to 
fantastic programming and ministry, the leaders (college stu-
dents and folks from the congregation) are building relation-
ships and providing a welcoming environment 
for all of the youth who are part of this group.  
We’d love to include you. Need a reason to do 
Chrysalis?  I love the way Anne Lamott puts it 
when she talks about 
why she makes her son 
do youth group at her 
Presbyterian Church in 
California: 

And there are worse things for kids than to have to spend 
time with people who love God….I make Sam go because 
the youth-group leaders know things I don’t.  They know 
what teenagers are looking for, and need – they need 
adults who have stayed alive and vital, adults they would-
n’t mind growing up to be.  And they need total acceptance 
of who they are, from adults they trust, and to be welcomed 
in whatever condition life has left them…They want guides, 
adults who know how to act like adults but with a kid’s 
heart.  They want people who will sit with them and talk 
with them about the big questions, even if they don’t have 
the answers; adults who won’t correct their feelings or 
pretend not to be afraid.  They are looking for adventure, 
experience, pilgrimages, and thrills. 

(from Plan B:  Further  Thoughts on Faith, Anne Lamott). 

If you have any questions, please contact Maura McConnell or 
Diana Malcom. 
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A  new and fun group has evolved here at SCPC.  If you’re 
someone who is looking to spend time with other young 

adults – it’s for you.  What’s a young adult, you wonder?  The 
answer to that is really up to those who attend.  Possible defini-
tions might include: 

· Grad student or Post Doc 
· Someone graduated from college with a job (or not) 
· Single ~ Married   

       With or without kids 
· Twenty to Thirty-Something 

What this “time together” offers is friendly conversation about 
issues of faith and life.  And, a free lunch!  Our next gathering 
is Sunday, November 15th @ 12:30pm in the Fireside Room.  
Join us! Any questions or want to get on the email list, contact 
jorimurchie@yahoo.com . 
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N ovember tells us that autumn is fast slipping away.  However 
the varied and informative offerings of Adult Ed are holding 

fast.  Among these five Sundays of November there are offerings to 
enrich your knowledge and strengthen one's faith.  All classes are 
10:15-11:00 AM.  Check each Sunday's bulletin for any updates. 

Class Offerings November 

 1 8 15 22 29 

The Emerging Church Movement x x    

The Book of Job x     

Our Role in Support of Mental Illness  x x x  

Escape from Darkness   x x  

Christmas Traditions      x 

Class descriptions: 

"The Emerging Church Movement" This two-week series by 
our Spiritual Formation Ministry Unit focuses on two core princi-
ples.  One relates to the teachings of Jesus as the central reference 
point of life.  The other principle relates to the promotion of a con-
templative mind in order to do compassionate action.  This class is 
of value to those who seek a more vibrant spiritual life while trying 
to balance social action with contemplation.  The Emerging 
Church crosses all boundaries of religion, ethnicity, social class, 
and gender - offering hope, inspiration, and spiritual challenge.   

"The Book of Job" Bruce Knoll concludes this series which of-
fers perspectives on this notoriously difficult book, one that seems 
to be filled with contradictions while giving few answers. Bruce's 
discussion may help us grasp some of the issues the author of Job 
struggled with in his suffering.   

"Our Role in Support of Mental Illness" God calls the church to 
educate and support conditions to assist the mentally ill.  This will 
be a three-week series.  On Nov. 8th State College Police Chief 
Tom King will explain how a new set of procedures are being de-
veloped to help the mentally ill. On Nov. 15th General Presbyter 
Joy Kaufman will direct our attention to how we can extend hospi-
tality to mentally ill people.  And on Nov. 22nd David Jefferys of 
NAMI (National Alliance on Mental illness) will describe the lead-
ing major illnesses, their symptoms, treatment, and medication.   

"Escape from Darkness" This two-week DVD series focuses on 
the life of Daniel Shayesteh.  He was many things - a radical Mus-
lim, active militant, Iranian fundamentalist, and death row inmate. 
But today Daniel is a born-again Christian!  He travels worldwide 
revealing the actual teachings of the Quran, Islam's holy book, and 
seeks light on the truth of the Bible.  Watch this informative, illus-
trated testimony as he shares his miraculous escape from darkness 
and conversion to Christianity.   

"Christmas Traditions through the Centuries" Deirdre Fulton, 
a doctoral candidate at Penn State, presents a two-week series on 
traditions of Christmas.  Many of the traditions we practice today 
have their roots in Roman times, while other ways in which the 
early Christians celebrated Christmas would seem very strange to 
us.  Ms. Fulton will explain how some of these practices originated 
some (remaining similar while others have changed dramatically 
in modern times).  
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T he Spiritual Formation Ministry Unit members decided to 
offer reviews of different books we believe could help 

individuals deepen their spiritual lives.  Our first review is of 
Centering Prayer and Inner Awakening by Cynthia Bourgeault 
(Lanham, MD: Cowley Publications. 2004). We chose this 
book first because we believe it provides a great guide for a 
prayer practice that can transform your Christian life.  This 
prayer practice is Centering Prayer and its companion piece, 
Welcoming Prayer. 

Centering Prayer is a surrender form of meditation in which 
you try “to be totally open to God.”  From this book you can 
learn the method of Centering Prayer, its place in the Christian 
Contemplative Tradition, the psychology behind it and its con-
nection to inner awakening.  It may feel at first like nothing 
happens during this prayer.  “But in the depths of your being, 
in fact, plenty has been going on, and things are quietly but 
firmly being rearranged.  That interior rearrangement—or to 
give it its rightful name, that interior awakening—is the real 
business of Centering Prayer, and of this book.” 

The companion piece, Welcoming Prayer, is a surrender form 
of prayer that becomes an “underlying attitude and practice for 
meeting daily life.”  This prayer enables you to redirect the 
emotional and physical energy of frustration into energy used 
for inner transformation.  Instead of reacting to an emotional 
upset, you focus and sink into the emotion, welcome it and then 
let it go.  Here again, this may seem too simple to make a dif-
ference, but speaking from experience, it is life changing. 

We hope we’ve peaked your interest in Centering Prayer and 
Inner Awakening.  It is sometimes difficult to put inner trans-
formation into words, but please know this book has done that 
for us.  You'll find it in the spiritual formation section of our 
church library, next to the choir room.  This month’s review 
was written by Jackie Naginey Hook and Joel Blunk 

Page 6 •  The PresbyPost • November 2009 

��(

�
�����

��
	
���
���

O ver the summer I picked 
up several books I 

thought I would read and pass 
on to the church library or 
our resource room.  I liked 
this book so much that I de-
cided I needed to write a re-
view and share the news 
about this delightful "find" of 
mine. 

I can highly recommend this 
devotion book, Spilt Milk: 
Devotions for Moms, written 
by Linda Vujnov, for moms 
in particular.  I found myself 
laughing out loud while read-

ing this book and, at other times, was near to tears.  Then be-
fore I knew it, I was inspired and felt like I could get through 
the rest of the day. This book is written by someone who 
sounds like she could be my best friend, my neighbor, some-
one I could talk to over coffee. She is honest and forthcoming 
about her own life and child rearing escapades, and has a nice 
way of reminding us all that we are loved by God just the way 
we are.   Linda has "been there" as a mom, wife, and daughter. 
In this little devotion book you will find stories to brighten 
your day, and "discover the ways God uses the everyday ad-
ventures of an imperfect woman to emphasize His grace." 

You can find this book online at Amazon.com, Cokes-
bury.com, or check out a copy from our church library. This 
book was reviewed and recommended by Deannine Shipman, 
Director of Education and Program. 
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R ecent Improvements 

· Stump Removal -- More than 100 tree stumps have been pulled from the camp pro-
gram areas for safety and aesthetic reasons. Work will continue throughout the fall and next 
spring to remove additional stumps. 

· A Cleaner View -- We are making an ongoing effort to improve the look around the mainte-
nance building and nearby areas by cleaning up piles of construction materials and organizing our 
resources. 

· Maintaining the Manse -- Workers have been refurbishing the interior of the manse and upgrading the exterior landscaping. 

W elcome Heather Anderson  Krislund is excited to welcome a new member to our team! Heather Anderson comes from Alta, 
Iowa and spent this past summer working for Krislund in the kitchen with Pam DeVos. Heather followed the DeVos’ from 

their last camp to serve with them again here in Pennsylvania. Heather will be helping the camp in numerous ways. Her primary in-
come will come from working off-site, but she will continue to serve in the kitchen when necessary and will spend time developing a 
Krislund Outdoor Education program and curriculum with local schools. Heather and Pam are both certified teachers, which will 
greatly aid in this process. 
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Abbreviations 
 
CFMU = Congregational Fellowship Ministry Unit 
PW = Presbyterian Women 
S&P = Stay and Play 
WPF = Westminster Presbyterian Fellowship 



Class of 2009 Class of 2010 Class of 2011 

Diane Birmingham Connie Ansong Sharon Ambrose 
Linda Bregy Ellen Coffman Rick Bryant 

Colleen Fisher Jill Curley Beth Farmer 

Bob Johnson Paul Heinemann Amy Frank 

Keith Johnson Bob Igo Joan Hartman 

Rhett McLaren Blair Malcom Ted Hovick 

Lisa McLaughlin John Marsden Kevin Lloyd 

Sean McPherson John McConnell Tod McPherson 

Brent Peters Brian Orland Rose Ann Porterfield 

Karen Reichard Barb Powers Jim Powers 

Jeanne Sallade Laura Reidy Cheryl Price 

Jason Stimmel Dee Ann Wylie Phil Spangler 

Phil Tometich   

Board of Deacons 
Deacons are elected officers who serve three-year terms. 

Their responsibilities are divided into three ministry units: Service, Caregiving, and Mission 
Moderator - Ted Hovick 

Advisory Member - Rev. Joel Blunk 
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